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CHAPTER XV. 

" Let not all the people go up ; but let about two or three thousand men 
go up and smite Ai; and make not all the people to labour thither."
JoseuA. vii. 3. 

"l_@[E have altogether underestimated the greatness 
'Y.:JV" of the work to be done, and the power of the 

enemy that has to be overcome ; no wonder, 
then, that for eighteen hundred years we have so signally 
failed. God did not so underestimate its magnitude, nor 
did He think lightly of its importance, as is evident 
from His sending down His only-begotten Son to suffer 
and to die for its accomplishment. Neither did Christ 
underestimate its importance or think lightly of the 
obstacles to be overcome, because, when His Father sent 
Him into the world, the only purpose of His life was 
to be about His Father's business, and to finish the work 
He had given Him to do. Are we better than He? or 
is our ease more to be consulted than His ? When He 
ascended up into heaven, and left His Church on earth 
as His ambassadors, to complete the work in His name 
and by His power, was He to be the. only one that was 
to surrender His enjoyments, and to give His time, His 
labours, and His very life for this great cause ; and are 
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we to take it coolly, and get rid of our obligations by the 
payment of a small assessment of our income, instead of 
seeking first the kingdom of God and the submission of 
all nations to His righteousness, as the great purpose of 
our lives? If it required a whole Christ to leaven the 
Church, surely it requires a whole Church to leaven the 
world, and to carry on the work in His absence. If 
Christ, while on earth, made the salvation of man His 
whole and His only business, and if He bids us be fol
lowers of, and fellow-workers with Him, is it reasonable 
that we should devote our hearts and energies to worldly 
things instead of the great object committed to our care 
-the conversion of the world, and the establishment of
the kingdom of Christ? If God gave His Son to be the
light of the world, and if it required a whole Christ to
give the light that was needed to lighten its darkness,
now that He has given His people to be the light of the
world, and to shine as lights in his absence,-is it
reasonable to suppose that a mere fraction of the Church
is enough, and that one in every hundred would be
sufficient as a substitute for Christ as the light of the
world?

When God commanded the Israelites to take and 
destroy Jericho, the whole congregation of Israel was 
commanded to compass it seven times before He would 
give it into their hands. They did so, and it fell. But 
when they went up to Ai, they said, " Let not all the 
people go up ; but let about two or three thousand men 
go up and smite Ai ; and make not all the people labour 
thither." They did so, but the consequence was that 
they fled before the men of Ai, because God was not 
with them. The curse of Achan was upon them. And 
so in the present day, almost from the time of the 

 



THE WHOLE CHURCH NEEDED FOR THE WORK. 205 

apostles, the wedge of gold and the Babylonish gar
ment have been the cause of all the disasters of the 
Church of God. 

They have underestimated their work, and think that 
much less than what Go<l has commanded would be 
sufficient for their purpose ; therefore, instead of letting 
loose upon the world the whole membership of the body 
of Christ, they think that the victory may be sufficiently 
secured by telling off a mere fraction of their number to 
bear the brunt of the battle, supported by a voluntary 
assessment imposed upon those that stay behind. When 
this is done, the Church thinks that it may occupy 
itself in a.ny way that it feels inclined, without being 
responsible for the result. They suppose that the con
version of the souls around them is no matter of theirs, 
but is the work of professional men, whom they are 
willing to support, and who must be employed for the 
purpose. They have no idea that any man is bound to 
give his personal services unless he be paid for it. 

They proceed upon the supposition that business and 
the affairs of this life are the chief things that private 
Christians ought to attend to, while in the world ; and if 
they give liberally of their substance for the spread of 
the Gospel, they may give their time and their talents 
to the business, the politics, and the amusements of a 
present world. The things of a present world are first, 
and they think that it is only if they are able to find 
convenient time to spare for the work of Christ, without 
encroaching upon their business or their recreations, that 
they are called on to do anything whatever for His 
sake. 

We ask : Is this a fit return from those for whom He 
died, and whom He has begotten again to an inheritance 
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incorruptible and undefiled and that fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven for them? What says Christ? "Which 
of you, having a servant plowing or feeding cattle, will 
say unto him by and by, when he is come from the 
field, Go and sit down to meat ? and will not rather say 
unto him, Make ready wherewith I may sup, and gird 
thyself, and serve me, till I have eaten and drunken ; and 
afterward thou shalt eat and drink" (Luke xvii. 7, 8). 
" Ye are not your own ; for ye are bought with a price : 
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, 
which are God's" (1 Cor. vi. 19, 20). 

Perhaps it will be said that business mnst be attended 
to, and provision made for the supply of our bodily 
wants, and that if these things were to be neglected 
society would go to ruin ; and Christianity itself would 
be brought into contempt. 

All this is true ; and the Bible says nothing against 
it : on the contrary, it says the very same thing. The 
man that is diligent in business is the man who is also 
expected to be fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. If, 
therefore, any man neglect bis business in order to do 
God's work, he shows that he does not know what God's 
work is, and instead of advancing the kingdom of God, he 
rather hinders it. There is nothing incompatible between 
the most systematic attention to business, and the most 
devoted enthusiasm in the cause of Christ. Not only 
ought it to be so, but it actually is so in fact. Take 
any one of the hundreds or thousands of men who are 
most distinguished in their devotion to the spread of the 
Gospel, and if we ask, Does he neglect his business?
( we speak of laymen of course )-the answer will be, 
that, in general, the men who are most valuable to the 
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cause of the Gospel, are the most attentive to their business. 
If there be any who are really chargeable with the 
neglect, it will be found that they are those who, though 
they may be very pious men, are not those who do most 
good, or who are the most esteemed in the Christian 
world. There is a thorough compatibility between pros
perity in business, and the most thorough devotedness 
to the cause of Christ. In fact, they are much more 
likely to be found together than separate. 

Even the men of the world do not live for business only. 
They have always something or other on which to engage 
their leisure time. Have they no time for politics, for 
science, for music, for planting, for building, for marrying, 
or giving in marriage? Is the theatre or the ball-room 
only for those who are not in business ; or is it not a 
fact, that a man whose whole heart is· devoted to the 
making of money, and never in the spending of it, is a 
man whom all men despise, and have no desire to 
imitate. The only difference in this respect, therefore, 
between the Christian and the man of the world is, that 
their luxuries are different, and that the one has a nobler 
and more useful recreation than the other. The Christ
ian, even while engaged in business, watches his oppor
tunities of speaking a word for Christ ; and in the 
evenings, when his business duties are over, be goes to 
his evangelistic work, as to bis favourite pastime, in 
which his heart is most intensely interested. Whereas 
the worldly Christian hands over a five-pound note to 
some collector, and turns back to finish his novel or bis 
fishing apparatus, in which he was engaged when he was 
interrupted by the call. 

How is Christ humiliated and misrepresented when 
any of His servants, in His name, waits as a suppliant 
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on the man of the world, begging for Christ, and apolo
gising for His importunity, as if God's evangelism was 
an intruder on the majesty of Mammon. Christ never 
sent these Gehazis on such an errand. What the pas
torate has to do in Christ's name is, not to beg money of 
these men of wealth, but, if they be Christians, to bid them 
work, and use their own money in the working. If they 
are not Christians, Christ will have none of their money. 

There ought to be no misunderstanding in regard to 

the saints' relationship to Christ, in regard to giving and 
rece1vmg. Although Christ never asks the saints for 
money, it is only because He demands themselves; and 
when the saint surrenders himself to Christ, there is no 
transference of property, the goods go with the man; 
and because the saint is joined to Christ, there is thence
forth not a division of property, but a community of 
goods. When a man and a woman are married, they 
become joint proprietors of their joint property. All 
that the husband has belongs to the wife, and all that the 
wife has belongs to the husband. Systematic liberality, 
on the contrary, proposes that the wife should give back 
to her husband a tenth of what he gives her to spend. 
What nonsense ! He wants none of it back. He does 
not need it. What he wants is, that she should use it 
as his wife, for her own comfort and his honour, and that 
she may have something of her own to give liberally to 
others. What portion of worldly goods Christ gives to 
His saints, He gives to support them comfortably while 
they are engaged in His service, and to enable them to be 
like Himself, giving liberally to all around them, and more 
especially showing kindness to His poor saints. Christ 
does not ask our money, because He does not need it, 

and because He does not want us to employ or pay for 
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substitutes. What He wants us to do is, to spend our 
money on our luxuries as well as our wants ; and our 
highest luxury should be the advancement of His cause. 
If that be not our luxury He is disappointed no doubt, 
but He does not ask our money: He wants work. 

This doctrine of systematic liberality has arisen from 
the idea that the kingdom of God is hindered by the 
want of money. It is a great mistake. The progress of 
the Gospel is not hindered by the want of money, but by 
the want of spiritual propaga.tive life among the people 
of God. One John Wesley, who boasted of having only 
two silver spoons in the world ; or Dwight Moody, who 
glories in having given up all for Christ, is worth millions 
of men who hand over their hundreds of thousands to the 
Church's treasury. Oh that the Church understood 
where her true wealth lies, that she might cultivate it ! 
It is the anointing baptism of the Holy Ghost given to 
all who ask for it that endues the Church with power; so 
that out from the members of the Church flow rivers of 
living water. Money has nothing to do with it. What 
God requires of us is, not to give, but to spend and be 
spent for His sake, each man and woman in that rank and 
station of life in which God has placed him or her, with
out having to descend to voluntary humility and gratui
tous poverty. God needs the salt and the leaven in every 
station of life to salt and to leaven those around them, 
without either being paid for it themselves, or having to 
pay others to do it for them. Every man has a work to 
do for God, which no other human being is able to do 
but himself. The payment of money will never free him 
from the responsibility of doing that work, even though 
he were to give all that he has. " Let every man prove 
his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself 

p 
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alone, and not in another. For every man shall bear his 
own burden" (Gal. vi. 4, 5). 

Perhaps it will be said that all Christians are not 
qualified to preach. In one sense that is true, but in the 
scriptural sense it is not. Every man, woman, and child 
that understands the Gospel, and is one with Christ, can 
preach in the scriptural sense of preaching. We have 
been led astray by the circumstance that evangelism has 
come down to us in connection with public worship and 
pastoral teaching, with which it has really nothing to do. 
What we call preaching is not generally called preaching 
in the New Testament-the name that is usually given 
to it being "teaching." When Christ preached a sermon 
it is said that He taught the people, not that He preached 
to them. He taught in their synagogues; He taught in 
the temple; He ta,ught from the ship; but when He 

preached He proclaimed something as when He preached 

the Gospel of the kingdom, or as John preached that the 
kingdom of heaven was at hand. 

There are different kinds of preaching in the New 
Testament, as is evident from the different Greek words 
that are used to express it, each of which has a shade of 
meanjng of its own. 

There was, first, the kerussi5 kind of preaching, which 
was not teaching at all, but the public p1·oclamation of 
something, as by a herald or town-crier (Matt. iv. 17). 
A keru.,gma, therefore, was a proclamation or an adver
tisement, not a sermon. Paul's preaching on Mars Hill 
was of the lcerussi5 kind. He di<l not begin by giving 
out a psalm, and then say, "Let us pray," as many thfok 
it necessary to do in order to make it a "service," or, as 
some call it, an "ordinance." Men in those days di<l 
what they meant to do, and not something else because 
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it was the fashion; and they did it with a directness that 
showed that they really meant to do what they were doing. 
The traditionary ruts had not at that time become deep 
enough to prevent men from going the nearest way. 

There was also the evangelizi5 sort of preaching, which 
expresses rather the rnbject and purpose of what men said 
than the form and style in which they said it. It was 
telling about Jesus and the way of salvation, but it was 
telling it not merely as news, but as a message. It is 
usual to say that the word "Gospel" (ev-angelion) means 
"good news," or "glad tidings," addressed to no one in 
particular, but to those whom it might concern. It is so, 
but it is more than that; the idea of a message (angelia) 
is wrapped up in the very heart of the word, so that the 
Gospel is a message which we have to deliver, and which 
requires an answer. The man who preaches tlie Gospel 
should deliver it as a message, and he should deliver it 
as one whose Master is waiting for an answer. Evangelizi5 
does not mean to preach, but to evangelise. Philip evan
gelised in the chariot beside the eunuch quite as much as 
Peter when he addressed the thousands at Pentecost 
(Acts viii. 35). A woman may evangelise; a child may 
evangelise. Whoever even whispers God's message of 
love to a lost sinner preaches the Gospel in the scriptural 
sense of the word. 

There was, next, the lalei5 sort of preaching. This 
also is translated preach ; but nothing could be further 
from its meaning. It was a free and easy way of talking 
on a subject, in which women especially excel, but which 
Christ and His apostles did not despise. With the people 
that gathered at His home in Capernaum (Mark ii. 2), 
with the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, and with 
the woman of Samaria at the well of Sychar, it was the 
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laleo style of preaching that was resorted to. Kerueso

is the artillery of evangelism, laleo is the bayonet. 
Lastly, and without exhausting the catalogue,* there 

is the dialegomai style of preaching, which was rather a 
conference than a sermon. Such was Paul's last service 
at Troas, which is often quoted as an apology for long 
sermons. From the word that is used (Acts xx. 9), and 
which really means controversy or disputation, there can 
be no doubt that it was a conference, not a sermon ; 
and that a number of knotty points had been brought 
up for Paul's opinion; so that the objections that had 
to be cleared away prolonged the discussion till midnight. 
It was evidently the sleeping that misled the unwary 
tranRlators into the idea that it must have been a sermon. 

These are only some of the expressions that are used 
to designate the work of evangelism, and which are trans
lated in our English version " preaching ; " but there are 
others which, though not so translated, signify the very 
same thing. "Holding forth the word of life,"" labour
ing in word and doctrine," "striving for the faith of the 
gospel," "labouring in the Lord," "speaking the word," 
and many others, describe the efforts which were made, 
not only by apostles, elders, and evangelists, but by private 
members of the Church, men and women alike, with 
audiences of one or two and upwards, to advance the cause 
of Christ, and bring the whole world into subjection to 
the gospel of the kingdom. The very variety of the 
expressions used to designate preaching shows that what 
is called the ordinance of preaching was not so definite or 
so homogeneous as it is supposed to be; and that it was 
not so much a canonical institution as a universal and 
irrepressible practice among the early Christians. So far 
* In the New Testament there n.re ten Greek words translated" preach."
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from "licence" being necessary to entitle private Christians 
to preach, there was no licence given them to hold their 
tongues. They might as well attempt to stop the outgush 
of one of nature's fountains as to prevent a Christian 
baptised with the Holy Ghost, and overflowing with 
devotedness to Christ, from telling every one around him 
of the love of Jesus. " We cannot but speak the things 
which we have seen and heard," said Peter and John, 
when the council forbade them to speak at all or teach 
in the name of Jesus. "He that believeth in me," said 
Christ, "out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 
(This spake He of the Spirit, which they that believe on 
Him should receive; for the Holy Ghost was not yet given.") 
The evangelical Spirit was a well that was always full ; 
the evangelistic Spirit was a fountain that was always 
overflowing. 

There can be no mistake about this evangelism being 
the natural and necessary employment of the spiritual 
man, and this shows itself through all the apostolic 
writings. The essential feature that was characteristic of 
living Christianity was that it was propagative. The 
Christian that did not evangelise was " barren and 
unfruitful," "seeking his own, not the things of Christ." 
" Therefore, my beloved brethren," says Paul, "be ye sted
fast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain 
in the Lord" (1 Cor. xv. 58). "That ye may be blameless 
and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye 
shine as lights in the world; holding forth the word of 
life" (Phil. ii. 15, 16). This is but the echo of our Saviour's 
own words, " Ye are the salt of the earth," " Ye are the 
light of the world." 
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the tide ; exults to mark the sea-waves surging all around it. He b88 been 80 
guided by its light himself, that be knows it will continue to direct into the 
haven all the tempest-tossed who steer by it, until the time come when "there 
lhall. be no more sea." 

From tlte Du_ndee .Advertiser. 

The purport of this work is to shew that there W88 a population of our globe 
previous to the formation of Adam and Eve. The writer enquires into the 
character of that primeval race, and discusses its relation to the eons of Adam. 
He bolds that [scientifically) sin is a disease [not an instinct), and that the 
normal state of man mmt be sinless; and says that, though neither astronomy nor 
geology can tell us whether there are other worlds inhabited by human beings or 
not, Scripture does give us information on the subject, and that information is alto
gether in the direction of there being no other fallen race but Satan's and our 
own; and be further tells us that the Satanic and Adamic families both belong 
to this �orld. The general conclusions at which be arrives, are, that while the 
physical constitution of the angels is identical with that of the resurrection 
bodies of Christ and bis saints, that of unclean spirits is identical with the dis
embodied spirits of lost men. He 88ks-How is it that angels and devils 
sprung from the same origin, yet diverging 80 remarkably, should find each an 
analogue in man 1 and the hypothesis he adduces is, that while the physical 
conetitution of the angels with their spiritual bodies is identical with that which 
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Adam would have attained [by normal development] if he had never sinned, the 
physical constitution of devils is identical with that which Adam would !lave 
poeaessed if there had been no Saviour. In the Appendix he treats of the 
creation of light, of the firmament, the dry land, and the sun and moon accord· 
�law. 

The subject is one of the moat interesting and profitable that 
ca.n engage the attention of men. and it is discu88ed in the volume 
before us with an intelligence and a candour that at once beget 
the confidence of the general reader, an earneatneaa that must 
command the respect of every oppone11.t, and an eloquence that 
will win the &dmfr&tion of all. 

From the &ottillh O�atior!-(il Ma.gaz'ine. 
Like its predeceeeor, it hae not attached to it the author's name, but we 

betray no secret when we say that it is the production of one who, in the metN
polia of Scotland, hae proved himself, in the evangelistic operations which aN 
being carried on there, a workman who needs not to be ashamed. He is a 
sound biblical scholar, and well versed in the most recent speculatiou and dis· 
coveries of modem science. We took up this volume, therefOIIE\, well assured 
that we should meet with no mere theosophic dreaminga, but a sober examina
tion of the Scripture testimony, so far as it caste any light on a dark subject. 
The views advocated may be called in question, as, from the nature of the case, 
they cannot be sustained by conclusive proof ; but no one can read this 
volume without being atroub' impreaaed br the logical acumen 
of the author, and interested" in the field of thought lie opens up. 

(Here follows the Review.) 
Our bald and condensed statement of the hypotheses gives no adequate im· 

preuion of the plausibility with which it is invested. We are compelled to 
omit all reference to the manner in which objections are met, and to the many 
interesting collateral topics which are disCUBBed. • • • • It is a theory not 
altogether new to us. Nowhere, however, has it bee11. so ably and 
fully enounded as in the work before us. 

The author hae a strong impression of the force of the argument adduced in 
favour of the tenancy of thu earth by a race of inhabitant.a long before the 
period assigned as the starting-point of human history. He says, • • • 

With this estimate of Sir Charles Lyell's argument we are very much inclined to 
agree, and are strongly convinced that the reconcllia.tion of Scripture 
with the facts which he adduces will become an urgent neceaaity. 
M a hypothetical solution of the difficulty, the views propoun3ed in this volume 
a.re worthy of respectful attention. We strongly recomme11.d its 
D81'118&l to our readers as containing much, which, apart from any specu· 
li.tive question, is in a high degree interesting and matructive. 

From the Dumftieuhire and Galloway .Advertiller. 
The writer, whoever he ia, for the work ia anonymous, shews a moat e:s::ten· 

live and minute acquaintance with almoet every science euamur 
the public mind., astronomy, geology, physiology, peychol�1 philoloi,;-anil 
theology, being all brought to throw their several JJ.ghta upon the 
great subject of investigation. There is a cautiouaneaa of state· 
ment observed, which diaarms a critio who might desire to be severe. Th� 
wonderful nature of its contents, and the e:s:tremely fascinating 
style 611 which it is written, render it attractive to every reader, 
except those who prefer cherishing their old beliefs, and who imagine that to do 
otherwise would be rejecting the Bible. Tl?,. author speaks of Holy Scripture 
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,in &erma of ,he blgben pn.ile, even of rapture, and bean hill testimony .to .am:'·� 
unpt.rt.lleled beauty and adaptation to the hmna.n race. Here is a portion ol · 
hla eulogy. • • • With euch a testimony u this in favour of the Bible we · 
m&J', without an:, fear of infection, go aide by aide with the 
author, and 1istea pa$ientlY to the elucidation of his theme. 
Having diacouned eloquently on tlie scientific value of the Bible. • • : . 

We muat now relucta.Dtl:, ldd farewell to this volume. Several 
other imponant eubjecta bearing on man and his position in the world are very 
ably discuaed ; and, indeed, the whole work is replete with ingenious 
argument, based on e:nemtve learning and a large accumulation 
of fa.eta. It la a beautifully written and deeply bitereating book. 

From tlu Liwrp-0ol .Albwn. 

The tiUe given to this wonderfullJ' intereatiu work is far too con· 
tracted to give a full idea of the vastness of the subjects treated 
ofJ>,y its lea.med and accomplished writer. • . • 

There la a glorioua chapter on Antediluvian Theology. • • • 
We very strongly recommend to our readers a perusal of the book 

itself, 88 a literary edifice compoeed of the moet advanced scientific truths, in 
au age when the wondera of the universe, 88 the ebbing waves of the past lay 
bare the sands of time, are becoming day by day more fully 8%po8ed to our view. 

Very ably written ; not at all favourable to narrow and mechanical vieWB of 
Scripture authorities ; extremely sensible in its views of the laws of nature and 
miracles ; stored with curious, almost forgotten lore ; likely to be very much 
valued by a large clasa of readers.-Nonconformi#t. 

Intimate acquaintance with advanced scieatific diacoveri-far in advance 
of the ordinary teaching of orthodox scientific divinee.-Paiaky Oautte. 

A remarkable book-throws light that only independent thought and inveati· 
gation could furnish.- We,kyan Metkodiat Magazine. 

Sufficiently novel to be startling-ingenuity, independence of thought, ability 
of treatment-attractive freshness and diacrimination.-Daily Reuiew. 

Interesting and auggestive-lively-faacinating.-lnvemea., Courier. 
Presenting some of the cardinal doctrines of Scripture in freeh and interesting 

upecte.-North British Dauy Mau. 
Firmly attached to the great verities of our oommon faith. -ENngelital 

Magarim. 

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS. 
"n is one of the moet remarkable-one of the most W&luable books I ever 

retlll. Evangelical Christendom owes to the author a debt the amount of which 
II would be difficult to estimate." 

" I am lost in wonder, to see their own physical diacoveries accepted, am 
used against their own conclusions-the Mithropologiata 'hoist by their own 
petard.' It has indeed upset fflCIIIY of my own old beliefs, but only to exhibit 
more clearly and wonderfully (though leas mysteriously) Che Divine scheme, 
'th" wonderful works of God.'" 

LONDON: HAMILTON, ADAMS, & 00. • 
EDINBURGH: GALL & INGLIS. 

   



.. 

,· 

, .

 


